NPDES Permits and Alaska
301(h) Facilities




Agenda

* Opening Remarks (Susan Poulsom)
* Introductions (All)
* Meeting Goals (Jenny Wu)
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Meeting Goals

* Explain EPA Region 10’s coordinated approach for small facilities in
Alaska
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NPDES Permits and 301(h) Waiver Processes

* Why is Region 10 focusing on 301(h) in Alaska?
e Only EPA can (re)issue 301(h) modified NPDES permits.

* All facilities present are covered under administratively continued NPDES
permits
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EPA 301(h) Team

e Jamey Stoddard: Whittier, Pelican, and Wrangell
 Stoddard.jamey@epa.gov/206-553-6110
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CWA 301(h) Overview and Regulations

*NELIES Felinlits




CWA § 301(h)

* CWA requires an NPDES permit to discharge pollutants to waters of the US

* 1972 CWA amendments required publicly-owned treatment works to achieve
secondary treatment standards by 1977
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CWA § 301(h)

* Must meet a set of nine (9) statutory criteria and
corresponding regulations
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CWA § 301(h)

* ~208 applicants made 1982 deadline
» ~87 withdrawn or no longer eligible

e ~76 applications denied
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CWA § 301(h)

* R10 has nine 301(h) facilities, all in Alaska, mostly smaller
communities in southeast
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CWA § 301(h)

North Anchorage (58 mgd; ~290k)
Whittier (0.3 mgd; ~1k)
Skagway (0.63 mgd; ~1k;)
Haines (2.9 mgd; ~1.7k)
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Nine 301(h) Criteria

* Must demonstrate compliance with nine (9) statutory criteria
and corresponding regulations to be eligible for 301(h) waiver
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301(h) Criteria

1. Must have applicable WQS for 301(h) pollutants BOD, TSS, pH
[40 CFR 125.61]

2. Discharge must not interfere with attainment or maintenance of
water quality which assures protection of public water supplies;
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301(h) Criteria

Applicable pretreatment requirements for sources introducing waste
into such treatment works must be enforced [40 CFR 125.65]

6. Pretreatment program must demonstrate it either: has in effect a
program that achieves secondary treatment equivalency, or that
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301(h) Criteria

9. -Must achieve primary treatment (30% removal)
40 CER 125.60]

-Must meet State WQS and federal 304(a)(1) criteria at
edge of initial mixing area (i.e., Zone of Initial Dilution)
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Process

e Decision is made in Tentative Decision Document, follow
NPDES public process outlined in 40 CFR 122.2 (hearings,
response to comments, etc)




NPDES Permit Development Process

* General NPDES Permit Development Steps
* Develop Draft Permit and Fact Sheet (and 301(h) decision document)

* Coordinate/consult with facility, state, tribes, National Marine Fisheries
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, other stakeholders as
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Application and 301(h) Questionnaire

* Decisions are based on information provided in permit application
and required questionnaire

e Data/info/studies are critical for making defensible determinations
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Application Process

* Applications must include signed, completed NPDES standard
application form 2A and a completed Application Questionnaire
(Appendix to Subpart G of Part 125) — required for both small and
large applicants
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301(h)
Questionnaire

ArpenDIX TO SusparT G OF ParT 125—ArrLiIcanT QUESTIONNAIRE FOR MODIFICATION OF SECOMDARY TREATMENT REQUIREMENTS

OMB Control Number 2040-0088 Expires on 2/28/96 Public reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average 1,295 - 19,552 hours per response, for small and large applicants,
respectively. The reporting burden incdudes time for reviewing instructions, gathering data, induding monitoring
and toxics control activities, and completing and reviewing the guestionnaire. Send comments regarding the
burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection, including suggestions for reducing the burden, to Chief,
nformation Policy Branch, U.5. Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsyivania Ave., NW. (2136),
Washington, DC 20460 and Office of Management and Budget, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Attn:
Desk Officer for EPA, Washington, DC 20503,

b ANTRODUCTION

1. This questionnaire is to be submitted by both small and large applicants for modification of secondary
treatment requirements under section 301{h) of the Clean Water Act (CWA}. A small applicant is defined as a
POTW that has a contributing population 1o its wastewaler reatment facility of less than 50,000 and a projected
average dry weather flow of less than 5.0 million galions per day (imgd, 0.22 cubic meters/sec) [40 CFR 125.58(¢)L
Alarge applicant is defined as a POTW that has a population contributing to its wastewater treatment facility of
at least 50,000 or a projected average dry weather flow of its discharge of at least 5.0 million galions per day
{mgd, 0.22 cubic meters/sec) [40 CFR 125.58(c)]. The guestionnaire is in two sections, a general information and
basic requirements section {part Hl) and a technical evaluation section {part 1), Satisfactory completion by small
and large dischargers of the appropriate questions of this guestionnalre is necessary to enable EPA to determine
whether the applicant’s modified discharge meets the criteria of section 301(h} and EPA regulations {40 CFR part
125, subpart G).
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Data, Info, and Studies

e Data/info/studies must demonstrate if/how the facility/discharge:
* Meets at least primary treatment

* Complies with state water quality criteria/laws/designated water uses at the
edge of ZID
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Where are we in the 301(h) process?
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301(h) Determination Timing

* Where are we?
* File review is currently underway for 8 smaller communities in SE/SC

* No hard dates set
e R10 will start with facilities for which the most robust information is available and
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Take Home Messages

* EPA Region 10 is working on issuing administratively
continued permits, including those with 301(h) waivers.

e Facilities with 301(h) waivers must provide sufficient
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EPA’s Next Steps

 Work with facilities to obtain additional information
on an individual basis




Resources

* Regulations:
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